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Rdigious Patrioium mortared in the House rf God. 



SERMON, 

P&XACHXD 

ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15. 1829, 

IN THE 

CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF SAINT MARY, 

LIMERICK. 



BY 

THE REV. JOHN JEBB, A. B. 

DOMESTIC CHAPLAIN TO THE LOED BISHOP OF LIHEEICE. 



Stand ye in the ways, and see ; 

And ask for the old paths, where is the good way ; 

And walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. 

Jeremiah. 

OvK rficire &n cv rots rov wcerpos futu Set eiveu fu ; 

ETArrEA. KATAAOXKAN. 

Quieti, modesti, Dei nostri liberalitate securi, in spem futune 
felidtads, fide prsesentis ejus majestatis animamur. 

MiNucius Felix. 



PRIVATE IMPRESSION. 
MDCCCXXIX. 



•■■ 



TO 



THE HONOURABLE 



JUDGE JEBB. 



My dear Brother, 

You will be much surprized, but, I 
hope, not displeased, at receiving back this 
Sermon in print. In some foreign Univer- 
sities, it is the established custom, and, 
within certain limits, a wise one, that, be- 
fore admission to academical rank, each 
student ishall give proof of his proficiency, 
in a published Thesis. Somewhat in this 
light, the production which I return you 
may be viewed; with this difference, indeed, 
that it is not published, but printed, (and I 
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beg he may pardon the liberty), without the 
writer's knowledge or correction. 

By any friends who may see these pages, 
and for such only they are intended, these 
primiticB studiorum of a deacon in his twenty- 
fourth year, will not be severely criticised ; 
while, should it please God to spare my 
nephew's life, they will, I trust, be the 
precursors of better things to come. 

Ever most affectionately yours, 



JOHN LIMERICK. 



London, 
2Stk Februatyf 1829. 



A SERMON. 



Psalm cxxii. 6 — 9. 

Pray for the peace of Jerasalem ; 

They shall prosper that love thee : 
Peace be within thy walls ; 

And prosperity within thy palaces : 
For my brethren and companions* sakes ; 

I will now say, Peace be within thee : 
Because of the house of the Lord our God ; 

I will seek thy good. 

The divine Poem, of which these verses form 
a considerable part, is one of those fifteen 
psalms, in titled Psalms qf Degrees. The exact 
meaning of this title is uncertain : the original 
Hebrew word, signifying elevation or ascension^ 
has given rise to a variety of conjectures. But 
whichever of these conjectures is to be adopted ; 
— whether they received their name, from being 
performed in the Temple, with a more than com- 
mon elevation of voices and instruments; or, 
from being sung whilst the Priest ascended the 
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steps of the altar (like the hymn that is used 
in our choirs, whilst the minister approaches 
the Holy Table) ; or else, when the tribes 
ascended up, on stated festivals, to Jerusalem, — 
thus much is certain, that the Psalms in question 
are stamped with a character peculiarly their 
own : all contain, within a short compass, affect- 
ing and simple expressions of an unshaken con- 
fidence in the Ahnighty; and an elevation of 
heart towards the Heavenly Father of Israel. 
But that particular one, which I have chosen as 
the subject of to-day's consideration, yields to 
none, in tenderness of feeling, unity of plan, and 
elegance of construction. Let us, therefore, 
before we proceed to apply it more particularly 
to our own condition, briefly examine the design 
and purport of the Psalm, as intended by David, 
its inspired composer. 

On a great public occasion, probably at the 
celebration of some signal deliverance, or at one 
of the chief ecclesiastical festivals of the Jews, 
the Psalmist thus gave vent to the feelings of his 
pious and affectionate heart. Rejoiced at behold- 
ing the unconstrained alacrity of his countrymen 
in resorting to the House of God, and cheerfully 
expressing a purpose so congenial to his own 
liveliest affections, he exclaims, / was glad when 
they said unto me, let us go into the House qfthe 



Lord : our feet shall stand within thy gateSy O Je- 
rusalem. 

But, at the mention of Jerusalem, that chosen 
spot, which, from a fortress of the Gentiles, he 
had raised to the dignity of being the metro- 
polis of God's inheritance, he looks around him, 
and, in honest exultation, rejoices in its out- 
ward beauty : Jerusalem is builded as a city that 
is compact together : that is, instead of being, as 
formerly, a miserable straggling village, imper- 
fectly connecting some rude fortifications, it is 
become a noble city ; its strong holds crowned 
with lofty palaces, its vallies filled with well- 
disposed and thickly.planted habitations. 

But its moral beauty had greater charms for * 
him. In a much higher sense was it compact 
together, when considered as the centre of the 
Jewish polity; the seat of the ecclesiastical 
establishment, and the civil government : For 
thither the tribes go up ; even the tribes of the 
Lord : unto the testimony of Israel; to give thanks 
unto the name of the Lord. — It had the distin- 
guished honour of periodically receiving the 
tribes of Israel, when they came to sacrifice be- 
fore the testimony, or ark of the covenant, con- 
tained within the tabernacle; and to perform 
their service of thanks, to that incommunicable 
Name, which is above heaven and earth. It had 
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the glorious privilege of beiiig the only place in 
the world where that mysterious sacrifice was 
celebrated, typical of the Lamb who was slain 
before the foundation of the world ; and, above 
all, of being the peculiar residence of the Divine 
Presence. 

Such were its religious advantages; inestimable 
beyond all others, and moi^ than sufficient, of 
themselves, to give Jerusalem an undisputed 
pre-eminence over every earthly city. 

But, that nothing might be wanting to show 
her perfection, he adds : For there^ close to the 
tabernacle, in the immediate presence of the Al- 
mighty, are set the thrones qfjudgmenty the seats 
of the Sanhedrim, or national council ; the thrones 
of the house of Davids the palaces of the supreme 
earthly power of that illustrious house, whence 
the promised King of Judah was to spring. Such 
were its political advantages : and surely, if any 
where equal laws and impartial justice were to be 
expected, it must have been in such a neighbour- 
hood, and under the influence of such heavenly 
protection. 

Having thus exulted in its present flourishing 
state, the natural course of his thoughts led him 
to wish fervently for its continuance. Nor is he 
content with private supplications. He earnestly 
calls upon the multitude, who are thronging to 



11 

the gates of the Tabernacle, to pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem. But, in thus intreating 
them, he lays down a great truth ; a truth, which 
it would be well that no statesman should ever 
forget, for it is the key to all sound political 
economy, the firmest bulwark of a state — that 

NATIONAL PROSPERITY IS THE SURE RESULT OF NA- 

TioNAL RELIGION. O pray fov the peace ofjeru- 
salem ; the peace of a religious harmony : tfiet/ 
shall prosper tliat hve thee ; they shall enjoy the 
favour of God's countenance, who shew their 
love to his Holy Temple, by suffering its worship 
to influence their minds and conduct. And, in 
conformity with this principle, he dictates the 
prayer, — Peace be within thy walls ; may the 
peace of God rest upon the steep ascent of Mount 
Moriah, where the Tabernacle stands; upon 
the service there celebrated, and the worship- 
pers therein ! Prosperity he within thy palaces ; 
may the dew of His blessing descend, to the in- 
crease of all earthly prosperity upon Mount Sion, 
the habitation of its Kings ; upon His people, in 
its Senate, its tribunals, and its domestic hearths ! 
And to shew, that, what he prescribes to others, 
he practises himself, he thus concludes the 
Psalm : For my brethren and companions^ sahes ; 
I will now say. Peace be within thee : Became 
of the house qfthe Lord our God ; I will seek thy 
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good. Because of those inhabitants who made 
up its well-ordered Polity, he wishes peace to his 
beloved city. And mark the brotherly-kindness 
of this most happy wish : — he lays aside the 
King, and shews himself the friend and Father 
of his people. He says not, for my subjects^ and 
ray counsellor s\ — but my brethren* and compa- 
nions* sakes ; for he knew them all to be brethren, 
of the same divinely-governed household ; all 
companions, who took sweet counsel together, 
and walked in the house of God as friends. But 
his prayer does not end here ; for, became of the 
hoicse of the Lord our Gody I will seek thy good : 
because this is the place that the Lord hath 
chosen, to put his Name there ; because here 
rests the Mercy Seat ; and because here is the 
fountain-head of all ghostly comfort, even the 
Oracles of the Living God ; — therefore, every 
energy of soul and body shall be directed to 
further thy prosperity, and perpetuate this earthly 
blessing. 

Such was the prayer of the inspired King of 
Israel. And let it not be objected to me, that, in 
commenting upon this Psalm, I have been em- 
ployed in an inappropriate topic ; that, though 
inquiries of this nature may suit the private 
meditations of the curious or the devout, a more 
fitting subject might have been chosen, to meet 
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the immediate wants of a Christian congregation. 
No, my brethren. Though the glories of that 
Jerusalem be gone; though, by the judgment 
of the Almighty, Mount Moriah be now dese- 
crated ; and by His will, its religious services be 
done away — there is not a word in this Psalm, 
which may not be applied to ourselves. For, 
blessed be God, there is a Jerusalem still upon 
earth ! even that Church, which Jesus Christ hath 
purchased, by his own most precious blood. And 
for this Jerusalem let us ever pray, and implore 
the heavenly peace. For, consider what it is. 
Who are now the chosen tribes, whom God hath 
called to be his people? Look how wide the 
East is from the West ; so great is His mercy 
towards them that fear him : for all who call 
upon His name, throughout the whole extent of 
this world, constitute the Christian Israel. And 
what are the sacrifices they are enjoined to offer ? 
Where, the Temple, and the manifestation of the 
Divine Glory ? The sacrifices of our God, are 
those of the spirit and the heart ; the temples, 
are the living bodies of the faithful, who have 
become his children by adoption and grace ; and 
his glory is on every side, for God is in the midst 
of us. 

These are our high blessings a.s individuals : 
but, in a more perfect manner, when considered 
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as a holy community^ do we enjoy the advantage 
of a purer Revelation. 

For ours is a church, built upon the founda- 
tion of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the head corner-stone. Through 
faith in His name, we are built up to be a holy 
priesthood, a peculiar people : by the means of 
His gospel, we attain to a knowledge of his won- 
drous nature, and his past and future provi- 
dence,-— more certain, more consoling, and more 
glorious, than was at any time vouchsafed to the 
Jews ; and, in every place dedicated to the wor- 
ship of tlie Trinity, we can enter into a closer 
communion with our Maker, than the taber- 
nacle and temple, with all the splendour of 
ceremonial worship, could ever boast of. Happy, 
then, all those nations who are called by His 
name ! But especially happy are we, who can 
exult in being nurtured in the pure and Apos- 
tolic church of England and Ireland ! And let it 
be the subject of our heartfelt praise, each morn- 
ing when we rise, and each night when we lie 
down, that it hath pleased Heaven to make this 
Monarchy the seat of political, as it is of reli- 
gious, excellence ; that, as Jerusalem was the 
centre and the pride of the favoured nation of 
old, so this kingdom is the glory and praise of 
Christendom; purified by an uncontaminated 
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worship, and flourishing under an unequalled 
civil polity. That these blessings may last for 
ever, unimpaired and unendangered, let us pray 
for the peace of our Jerusalem ! 

To enlarge upon the excellence of our tempo- 
ral constitution, would be a topic for another 
place. And although, I trust, we shall ever be 
ready to uphold that constitution, when required, 
as becomes honest, and faithful, and I will add 
religious subjects, yet, at present, I feel it to be 
my more special duty, to call your attention to 
the glories of the Church. And happy should I ' 
be, were it to please God so to bless my humble 
endeavours, so to cherish the fervency of your 
continual prayers that it may stand as it has 
stood, and increase as it has increased j — " that 
neither Rome, nor Geneva, nor the gates of 
Hell itself, may prevail against it* ;*' that it may 
continue, and flourish, and prevail, till things 
earthly shall cease to be, and till the heavenly 
Jerusalem shall have begun. 

For God is in the midst of us, my brethren ; 
the Holy, the Everlasting, the All-powerful, the 
AU-merciful God ! He is in the midst of us, as a 
nation ; for look upon the records of our history, 
and see how he hath prospered our just cause, 

* Bishop Beveridge. 




16 

and delivered us from the most overwhelming 
perils : He is in the midst of us, as individuals, 
whenever we suffer the influence of His holy 
word, as delivered to us through the medium of 
His faithful Church, to sanctify our homes and 
families : but, above all, He is in the midst of 
us, in an awful and incomprehensible manner, so 
often as we are assembled together, as on this 
day, in his Temple. Wheresoever two or three 
are gathered together in His name, we are assured, 
by his own gracious words. He is there specially 
present And when, in conformity with the 
Apostolic precepts, and the usage and consent 
of all Catholic Christianity, we sincerely join in 
spirit with the whole Christian World ; and offer 
up our prayers, and praises, through his appointed 
Ministers, in his own consecrated house, be ye 
sure, that the blessings there derived, are special 
and enduring ; that the communication with the 
Throne of Grace is near and intimate ; and that 
we are immediately in His unseen presence. 

And if such be the properties of a daily liturgy, 
what must not be expected, from the solemn 
commemoration of Him, and His divine sacrifice 
once offered ; from the partaking of the Sacra- 
ment of His most blessed body and blood ! What 
may not be realized, by the means which He 
hath ordained, to infuse into us the kindly in- 
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fluences of his grace, and to refresh, with spi- 
ritual food, the wearied and famished soul ! For 
there it is, that, joining our praises to, and sing- 
ing in concert with. Angels and Archangels, 
and all the company of Heaven, we approach 
nearest to the Lord God Almighty, who was, 
and is, and is to come ; and, under the favour 
of His gracious protection, derive the highest 
comfort attainable on this side heaven. How 
dear to us, then, should be every Christian 
Church ! where the Almighty vouchsafes to ap- 
proach us, as really as in the Jewish Temple ; 
yet not, as there, to terrify by the splendour of 
his majesty; but, by his kindly presence, to 
assist and pardon the manifold infirmities of our 
iallen nature. 

But where are all the purposes of Divine 
Worship so exactly answered, as in the blessed 
Church of England ? Where superstition is 
chased awiay ; and yet every decent ceremony 
and affecting rite preserved : where fanaticism 
is discouraged; and yet the bright flame of 
godly zeal kept alive, with a cheering and con- 
soling warmth : where every prayer is intelligible, 
and speaks to the meanest capacity ; yet reach- 
eth to the most exalted instincts of our nature, 
the highest apprehensions of the understanding, . 
and the most generous affections of the heart : 

B 
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where every thing that is valuable and venerable 
in the whole range of ancient liturgies, where 
the prayers, and praises, and confessions, of pro^ 
phets, apostles, martyrs, and fathers, are em- 
bodied ; and where, finally, the pure and uncor- 
rupted SCRIPTURES are read, honoured, and: 
preserved, as the ground-work, and crown, and 
consummation of the whole. 

And shall not God's blessing rest for ever on 
this Church ? Assuredly it shall, my brethren, 
if we but use the undeserved advantages which 
we enjoy. But woe be to this nation, when ifc 
forsakes the way of its godly forefathers ! Woe 
be to those, who will slight the manifest privi^ 
leges with which God hath hitherto distinguished 
this people ! Woe be to us, if we suffer these 
hearts to remain dead, and open them not to 
the genial warmth of the JSun of Righteousness ; 
if we listen not to his gracious words, so intel- 
ligibly communicated to us, at this his Mercy 
Seat! For then, be assured, our candlestick > 
shall be removed from where it stands, and the' 
blackness of darkness shall succeed, if, with 
multiplied warnings of ungodly nations before 
our eyes, and the immutable judgments^ of the* 
Almighty determinately revealed to us, we pro^ 
ceed not, with all our heart and soul, in the race 
that is set before us, where our path is so plain ; 
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ii] notwithstanding all our knowledge, we persist 
in a wicked indifference — — but, may God 
create' a right spirit within us, and avert the 
deadly curse ! 

Great, indeed, are the advantages of our na- 
tional Liturgy. But for those ^/flce^ which arie 
consecrated and endeared to us by its celebra- 
tion, let us offer lip our thanks. That it hath 
pleased the Almighty to spare so many of them^ 
through so many ages, inviolate, should make us 
grateful to His ever-ruling Providence : yet, 
while I am on this topifc, the events of the pre- 
sent hour should not pass unnoticed. It was 
the privilege and joy of England, that those 
great structures, her matchless cathedrals, raised 
in remote ages to the glory of our Creator, had 
survived the shocks both of superstition and 
fanatical tage, and continued, for the celebration, 
in most solemn and engaging form, bf her daily 
service. But it hath pleased God to humble 
this pride, by the sudden destruction of her most 
magnificent Temple. * I trust, my brethren, 
thiere is not one here, who, as well from a regard 
for the honour of God, as from a love of what 
is aifcient, beautiful, and holy, does not look on 
this as a natibnal calamity. Thus, indeed, we 

* York Minster: the interior of which was consumed 
February 2. 1829. 
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should feel, in analogy with the Apostle's rule 
of charity : the whole body should sympathize, 
in the sufferings of one member. The Jews 
wept for the destruction of their Temple : and 
let it not be said, that it is wailing overstocks 
and stones, to deplore the downfal even of a 
material Christian Church. But I have men- 
tioned this calamity, for our common improve- 
ment. This is one of those signal judgments 
which are inflicted from time to time, to show the 
mutability of things terrestrial. And, though 
the decay and extinction of our Maker's noblest 
fabric, the human frame, should be enough to 
impress this great and often-repeated truth upon 
our minds, yet, we are more affected by the 
downfal of what is fondly considered firm and 
unchangeable, than by the daily ravages of 
disease and death. This it is, which imparts 
such awe to the burning and crumbling moun- 
tain, the earthquake, and the tempest, when 
things long established are overthrown, and the 
landmarks of antiquity are swept away. And 
so, this holy fabric, — which has so long lived 
in history, as the witness of our religion and 
antient commonwealth ; which generation after 
generation of our ancestors have resorted to, 
from a distance, to admire ; and which we had 
expected that our children's children might live 
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to see, — has been overcome, by that element 
of God's creation, to which the strongest works 
of man must yield. But I have another motive 
for this allusion : that, by reflecting on the me- 
lancholy visitation, we may feel, more sensibly, 
the blessing of being still permitted to worship 
in this house of prayer. And, that this blessing 
may not be withdrawn from us, — that the fabric, 
the worship, and the spirit may be preserved to 
us, — I call upon all, who are not dead to every 
heavenly good, to join with me in praying for 
the peace of Jerusalem. 

For peace : — not for a dull, lifeless peace ; 
not for that numb tranquillity, purchased by the 
barter and compromise of every healthful energy, 
of every honourable feeling, of every religious 
and political blessing ; not for that mere absence 
of danger, which may ensure the slumber of 
cowards, and a state of torpid existence, more fit 
for the beasts that perish, than for those into 
whom God hath breathed a living soul : — no, 
my brethren ; this is not the peace which our 
Church requires ; but the animating, the con- 
soling, the religious, the heavenly Peace of God, 
That Peace, which passeth all understanding; 
that Peace, which the world cannot give ; that 
Peace, which consists in security against temp, 
tation, and against every infernal enemy, — in a 
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sure and soothing confidence, that the Everlasting 
Arms will bear us up under every calamity ; — 
that answer of a good conscience towards God } 
that bond of love, which keeps together the 
Christian fellowship, in sincerity of devotion, and 
singleness of heart. This is that Peace, which 
nothing can shake or destroy : -^ though the 
earth be moved, and though the hills be carried 
into the midst of the sea ; though the Day of 
Judgment come, and the universe be dissolved ; 
— this heavenly Peace shall remain, as immove- 
able as the unseen centre of all things. 

What that Peace of God shall be in the life 
to come, we may humbly hope ; but ear hath 
not heard, and heart hath not conceived it. Yet, 
let it be our earnest endeavour, through His 
Grace, to bring it to pass, that a foretaste of ^ 
this peace may exist in our Church on earth. 
For so, though suffering under every worldly 
calamity, she shall preserve her vital principles, 
and still be a light to the world, and still be the 
glory of Christendom. But, meantime, let us, 
as a bounden duty, pray for deliverance against 
outward perils ; that those evils which Divine 
Providence only can foresee or prevent, may be 
so averted, that our Church and State may ever 
preserve inviolate, their necessary and harmo-- 
nious union. 
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So let us pray for the Peace qf Jerusalem ; 
and they shall prosper that U/ve, thee. In the 
life to come, they shall certainly prosper: and 
in the present lif6, they shall also proi^per, so 
'far as a mind at peace with God can bring 
prosperity. And, for our consolation, let us 
Temember and consider, how frequently, I should 
43ay how constantly, national prosperity is the 
result of true religion. For, who have been the 
wisest and most upright statesmen ? The true 
sons of the Church of England. Those illus- 
trious men, who, because they knew and felt, 
that the basis of public and private integrity is 
the same, that is, the principle of an immutable 
morality, prescribed by Him who is truth itself, 
through the means of an unerring Scripture, — 
those iUustrious men, who would sooner have 
died, than sacrificed a known right to a specious 
expediency. And who have been the most up- 
right magistrates? Again, I say, the sons of 
the Church of England. That church, or rather, 
God through that church, had taught them that 
justice is a sacred thing; that gravity, know- 
ledge, diligence, and integrity, and the imitation 
of His divine example, are enjoined by the 
Judge of the Universe, on those to whom the 
lives and properties of men are intrusted. And 
who, like the sons of the Church of England, 
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have fought our battles, and decided the de- 
stinies of nations ? For they knew that there is 
none other that fighteth for us, but only Thou, O 
God J that Thou wilt prosper a good cause, and 
therefore we will not fear. And where are to 
|)e found such gentlemen^ as the Church of Eng- 
land has produced ? I use the term with con- 
fidence ; for, in these kingdoms alone, is its full 
import understood ; and it is a term which 
Christianity shall never be ashamed of. For, if 
a high and conscientious sense of what is right, 
and a disgust at what is mean ; if a straight-for- 
wardness of conduct, and an openness of car- 
riage, and a love and respect for all that is ho- 
nourable and estimable, constitute the character, 
-^ then, our noble and generous Church hath 
ever fostered such qualities. And where have 
domestic and social virtues found such a happy 
resting-place, as under the shelter of the Church 
of England? For her services are pure, and 
holy, and affectionate : while, on the one hand, 
she does not dangerously sacrifice the reason to 
the imagination, — on the other, she is not sa- 
tisfied with the cold exercise of the intellect j 
but, by her varied exhibitions of the graces of 
Christian charity, encourages the rational culti- 
vation of the heart. And it is under the same 
influence, that commerce has flourished, and 
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national wealth increased. For it should be our 
settled and firm persuasion^ that Religion is the 
truest treasure of a state; that no public honour, 
and, consequently, no public happiness, of any 
permanence, can exist, without that which is the 
basis of all real honesty, the word of God : and 
without those means, which Christ himself has 
ordained, to be the means of propagating that 
word ; a faithful and uncoreupted church. 

That the ablest ministers of Christ have flou- 
rished in the Church of England, the Liturgy 
itself would be a sufficient warrant. But where, 
except in the apostolic times, have been such 
martyrs and confessors, who sealed with their 
blood the testimony that is in Christ Jesus ? 
Where such ornaments of their age, whose com- 
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prehensive minds embraced the whole range of 
learning and. philosophy, that they might employ 
it in searching the inexhaustible depths of things 
divine ? Where such zealous shepherds, who led 
on the flock compaitted to their charge, from 
strength to strength, till they brought them, with 
joy, to the gates of the Paradise of God ? But 
tlie time would fail me, to recount all that this 
Church, by God's special blessing, hath con- 
tained. 7— Let me not, however, be mistaken. I 
am not seeking to excite a blind admiration for 
any earthly community, or to prove its infallibility. 
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My diesign has been to show» how the heavenly 
benediction hath rested on the Church to which 
we belong, solely because she hath faithfully kept, 
and zealously imparted, the Oracles of God, com<- 
mitted to her charge. 

Xet iis,4beB,-^«rith immble confidence, but con- 
stant zeal, pray for the peace of Jerusalem. 

Not that I would, by recommending, and en- 
forcing prayer, exclude honest exertion on our 
own parts. No, my brethren : when occupied 
in our worldly callings, it is our duty to do what- 
soever our hand findeth to do, with all our might, 
when it is for the furtherance of the happiness of 
ourselves and others ; whether as individuals, as 
citizens, or as Christians ; for, with good men, 
all these interests are inseparably connected. 
But this is THE HOUSE OF PRATEa : here is that 
special intercourse permitted with the Almighty, 
which is more effectual, than our most strenuous 
exertions ; and without which, all our endeavours 
would be worse than useless. Remember this, 
therefore, as you would value your eternal wel- 
fare : and remember also what the Scripture saith : 
the prayer of the righteous man availeth much;'^ 
how much more, then, the sincere petitions of an 
united congregation ? Join, therefore, I beseech 
you, with lively energy of soul, before you leave 
this place, in that prayer, which will be offered up. 
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from God's holy table, for the. church militant on 
earth. Let us pray, as Catholic Christians, that 
liie Universal Church may be strengthened, pu- 
rii^edi and perfected ; as British Protectants, that 
our own Church may have a special blessing; 
thatChurch andState may reciprocally invigorate 
and support each other ; that every member of 
the same may discharge his duty, to the advance- 
ment of the public good, to the glory of God, and 
to the happiness of man ; and that every thing 
may tend to the advancement of His everlasting 
kingdom! 

And, more especially, let us implore his pro- 
tection upon this Cathedral, the chosen scene of 
our spiritual exercises ; that He will permit this 
ancient fabric to continue, in purity of worship, 
and frequency of worshippers, an example to 
those other Churches, of which it is the chief, 
and a blessing to their portion of this inhe- 
ritance. 

And here, let me remind you of one special 
advantage, which this particular church enjoys. 
Shall I be thought to encourage antiquated and 
obsolete notions, when I advert to the practice 
which obtains in this place, in compliance with 
the usage of all Christendom in her more solemn 
temples, of having the daily service of the Church 
performed ? I trust, my brethren, there is a better 
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feeling among you. For my own part, I shall 
nev6r cease to rejoice, that, in a portion at least 
of our establishment, our ecclesiastical superiors 
have thought 6t to keep up this pious usage ; and 
thus give an opportunity, to even two or three, 
of assembling daily, in the name of Him, who 
hath promised to grant their requests. And it 
is a conviction which I would not part with for my 
life, that those who have time and inclination for 
such frequent observance of their highest duty 
towaids God, and who use the means afforded in 
his temples aright, shall reap the advantage of 
watching one short hour with their God, in an 
inward calm, and an unspeakable comfort, which 
shall diffuse itself over their whole lives. And 
would to Heaven, that more had the inclination ! 
As for time, alas ! how much of that precious 
talent can we all afford to spare, not merely for 
the necessary recreations, but for the empty fol- 
lies of this life ? But if) indeed, we were properly 
to estimate our advantages, while they yet remain 
with us, what a blessed people should we bet 
How should we then find God*s judgments sig- 
nally averted, and his mercies yet more abun- 
dantly bestowed ! How much more alive should 
we be to the joys of our eternal state, by a closer 
connection of the church militant on earth, with 
the church triumphant which is above ! 
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But| as the end of all preaching is prayer, and 
the end of all prayer is praise, let us, at all times, 
think it our highest duty to give thanks. For, 
prayer regards contingent benefits; praise has 
for its object past, present, and never-failing 
mercies. And, though every attribute of our 
Heavenly Father, and every dispensation of his 
Providence, demand our praise, yet, this one con- 
sideration should make his chosen people joyful, 
that though, in this life, troubles, dangers, and sor- 
rows may cloud their righteous course, they can 
still look to the heavenly Jerusalem : whither all 
the just shall, after time is no more, be led : even 
to the cUy of the living God; to an innumerabk 
company of angels; to the general assembly and 
church of the first bom^ which are "written in 
lieaven ; and to God the judge qfall ; and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect ; and to Jesus^ 
the Mediator of the new covenant^ the author and 
finisher qfourfaith^ who is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 

Let us, therefore, from this time forward, all 
determine to run with patience the race that is 
set before us : that our praises may mingle with 
those of the redeemed, for ever and ever. And, 
that this blessed consummation may have its 
commencement here below, let us ever join the 
faithful on earth, in praising his holy Name, and 
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saying, Glory be to the Father^ and to the Son^ 
and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the begin- 
ningf is now^ and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen ! 



THE END. 
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